Acute appendicitis in children: when does ultrasound help?
Fifty-six patients with possible appendicitis were evaluated clinically and by ultrasound. Ultrasound examination visualized the appendix in 18 of the patients evaluated and showed another pathology in six others. It was useful when the clinical picture was not clear (25 patients) as it showed an inflamed appendix in 10 patients. This was of particular value when there was another critical illness making clinical evaluation difficult (three patients), and for the diagnosis of other unsuspected pathological conditions (six patients). It did not affect the line of management when the clinical picture was clear enough to diagnose or exclude acute appendicitis.